
The Pfi zer Lecturehip Series in Chemistry 
at Michigan State University

The Pfi zer Lectureship Series in Chemistry 
(formerly the Warner-Lambert Lectureship Series) 
has enriched the experience of workers in the 
chemical sciences at MSU for over two decades. 
As is evident from the list of disti nguished 
previous speakers, this lectureship has provided 
opportuniti es for students and faculty to interact 
with outstanding researchers from all areas of 
chemistry. We are grateful to Pfi zer for ongoing 
support which permits us to conti nue the traditi on 
of visits by such outstanding scholars and teachers 
as Professor Jacobsen.
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Sponsored by

1981 Koji Nakanishi

1983 George Whitesides

1984 K. Barry Sharpless*

1985 Gilbert Stork

1986 Samuel Danishefsky

1987 Barry Trost

1988 Paul Wender

1989 Larry Overman

1990 Bert Fraser-Reid

1991 Jeremy Knowles

1992 Peter Dervan

1993 Dieter Seebach

1994 Sir Derek H. R. Barton*

1995 Clayton H. Heathcock

1996 Stephen J. Lippard

1997 Heinz G. Floss

1998 Amos B. Smith, III

1999 Woodward Symposium: Kendall N. Houk, 
Thomas R. Hoye, Marti n Saunders, and 

Harry H. Wasserman

2000 Jeff rey D. Winkler

2001 Robert M. Williams

2002 Robert G. Bergman

2003 Stephen Hanessian

2004 David A. Evans

2005 David E. Cane

2006 Samuel I. Stupp

* Nobel Laureates

Chemistry
Department of



Lecture Topics

Thursday, March 22, 2007
“A Search for Selecti ve 
yet General Catalysts”

4:10 pm, Room 138
Chemistry Building – MSU

Friday, March 23, 2007
“Asymmetric Catalysis by 

Chiral Hydrogen-Bond Donors”
4:10 pm, Room 136

Chemistry Building – MSU

Professor Eric Jacobsen was born on 
February 22, 1960 in Manhatt an.  He 

was raised in New York City, and obtained 
his B.S. degree from NYU in 1982.  As an 
undergraduate, he carried out research 
in the laboratories of Prof. Yorke Rhodes.  
His Ph.D. work was done at Berkeley in 
the fi eld of organometallic chemistry 
under the directi on of Bob Bergman.  In 
1986, he returned to the East Coast for 
an NIH postdoctoral fellowship at MIT 
with Barry Sharpless.  In 1988, he began 
his independent career at the University 
of Illinois, where he was promoted to 

associate professor in 1991.  He moved 
to Harvard University as full professor 
in the summer of 1993, and he was 
named the Sheldon Emery Professor of 
Organic Chemistry in 2001.  He currently 
directs a research group of 25 graduate 
students and postdocs at Harvard.  He is 
a consultant at Merck, Amgen, Sepracor, 
and PTC Pharmaceuti cals.

Professor Jacobsen’s research interests lie 
in the discovery, mechanisti c elucidati on, 
and applicati on of new reacti ons of 
practi cal value, with special emphasis 
on asymmetric catalyti c processes.  The 
awards he has received include the NSF 
Presidenti al Young Investi gator Award 
(1990), the Packard Fellowship (1991), 
the Camille and Henry Dreyfus Teacher-
Scholar Award (1992), the Alfred P. Sloan 
Foundati on Fellowship (1992), the ACS 
Cope Scholar Award (1993), the Fluka 
“Reagent of the Year” Prize (1994), the 
Thieme-IUPAC Prize in Syntheti c Organic 
Chemistry (1996), the Baekeland Medal 
(1999), the ACS Award for Creati vity in 
Syntheti c Organic Chemistry (2001), the 
NIH Merit Award (2002), electi on to the 
American Academy of Arts & Sciences 
(2004), and the Mitsui Catalysis Science 
Award (2005).


